Home Maintenance Checklist by unknown

The Small Homes Council-Building Research 
Council of the University of Illinois has compiled a 
series of publications for the homeowner or prospec-
tive homeowner. Ranging from 4 to 12 pages in 
length, the circulars provide information on home 
planning, construction, and maintenance. 
The material contained in this checklist is con-
densed from Circular Al.S, Maintaining the Home. A 
listing of the various circulars available from the 
Council is attached, along with an order blank. A 
complete set of these publications is available either 
as a paperbound book or as collected leaflets punched 
for a 3-ring notebook. A subscription list is main-
tained for those who wish to get new publications as 
they appear. A block-type subscription including 8 
publications is available for $3.00. 
The Council also offers other publications of a 
more technical nature. Mark the order blank if you 
wish to receive the complete listing, including those 
intended for architects, builders, and researchers. 
HOME MAINTENANCE CHECKLIST 
The homeowner has long strived for the "mainten-
ance-free" house. Unfortunately, even with the 
many material advances made during the last few 
years, the goal of the house that will take care of itself 
has not been achieved. New materials and finishes 
have given prolonged life to many items that make up 
the house, but even these will require maintenance 
at some point during the ownership of the house. 
Appliances and mechanical systems become obsolete 
during the life of the house and warrant replacement 
even though they are not "worn-out." Higher quality 
materials have a direct effect on the amount and fre-
quency of maintenance. Unfortunately, the home-
owner usually does not think about maintenance 
until failure or malfunction occurs. In some in-
stances, preventive maintenance will extend the life 
of equipment and materials and will generally be less 
expensive than replacement after failure. 
Spring is a good time to make a thorough main-
tenance inspection of the house for several reasons. 
Winter weather conditions may cause deterioration 
or failure in building materials and joint sealants. 
Spring is a traditional clean-up time, and, following a 
period of general inactivity, the homeowner is "in 
the mood" to "do something around the house." Fall 
is another good time to schedule a maintenance in-
spection, particularly if the summer weather has been 
severe. Seasonal equipment requires periodic in-
spection, lubrication, and repair. Also, special 
inspections should be made after severe winds, 
rains, ice, and snow storms. 
The purpose of this listing is to cite examples and 
general areas where home maintenance is needed, 
and to present an organized program for inspection. 
Maintenance of the Structure. Water is the cause of 
more premature failure and deterioration of building 
materials than any other single factor. The penetra-
tion of water (whether it be as a vapor, a liquid, or as 
ice) into the structure can cause paint failure, discolor-
ation, decay, foundation failure, masonry cracking, 
and many other problems. Water can come from the 
exterior as rain or snow, from below the house as 
either liquid or vapor, or from within the house as 
vapor produced by family activities. It is most impor-
tant that the house be checked thoroughly for all 
symptoms of moisture damage. 
Foundation. Inspect the perimeter of the house 
annually for termite tubes, damage to wood, and 
other signs of subterranean termite infestation. The 
ground around the house should be graded so that 
there are no low places or "pockets" where water can 
collect against the foundation. 
Doors and Windows. Inspect all doors, windows, 
and related trim for paint failure. Look for cracked or 
loose caulking around frames and trim. All glazed 
openings should be checked for damaged glass and 
for loose or missing putty. Inspect insect screens. 
Screens should be brushed, washed, and rinsed. 
Door locksets, door closers, hinges, window opera-
tors and all other moving parts should be checked for 
adjustment and smooth operation and lubricated as 
required. Storm windows should be cleaned and 
installed in the fall. Storm windows (or insulating 
glass) are important since they reduce or eliminate 
condensation on the inside surface of glass. Weather-
stripping of windows and doors should be checked 
for damage and fit. 
Exterior Walls. Any cracks in masonry or loose, 
crumbling mortar joints should be repaired im-
mediately. All painted surfaces should be checked 
thoroughly for paint failure (peeling, crazing, crack-
ing) and normal wear. Spot painting should be done 
as required. All wood surlaces should be inspected for 
damage (cracking or splitting, decay). Damaged 
material should be replaced and the condition which 
caused the failure corrected. 
Roof. The roof should be inspected carefully for 
possible leaks. Usually, leaks are very difficult to 
locate. If there is access to the under side of the roof, 
trouble spots may be revealed by water stains or 
dampness. The roof surface should be checked for 
damaged or loose shingles. Tree branches which can 
rub against the roof should be trimmed. Also, inspect 
all flashings. Blocked gutters and downspouts are a 
major cause of paint failure and decay of the fascia and 
soffit. On flat roofs, the joints between lengths of the 
metal gravel stop at the roof edge will have to be 
resealed periodically. 
Interior Surfaces. Since the interior surfaces of the 
house are not usually subject to the effects of the 
elements, most maintenance becomes a matter of 
repairing and refurbishing the results of normal wear 
and tear. However, in houses where excessive mois-
ture is present, extensive damage can occur. All 
painted and natural-finished surfaces should be 
inspected for coating failure and damage. Flooring 
materials should be checked for wear and damage, 
particularly where one material meets another. 
Grouting and caulking in joints in damp or wet loca-
tions should be inspected for damage and failure. 
Mechanical Systems. The mechanical systems 
within the house should be given careful attention. 
Much of the repair and maintenance on the mechan-
ical systems can be done by the homeowner if he has 
the "know-how." However, even for the capable and 
experienced homeowner, there is some work which 
should be done only by a qualified serviceman. In 
some communities, it may be illegal for the home-
owner to do certain work, such as electrical rewiring 
or certain plumbing repairs. 
Electrical System. The condition of lamp cords, 
extension cords, and plugs should be inspected peri-
odically and replaced at the first sign of wear or 
damage. Exposed wiring (i.e. in garage, unfinished 
basement, etc.) should also be checked. 
Heating and Cooling System. It is desirable to have 
the heating system checked in the fall and the cooling 
system checked in the spring by a qualified service-
man. Checking of compressors, pumps, motors, and 
adjusting of pilot lights, bonnet thermostats, and 
other devices within the system should be done only 
by a serviceman. In a forced-air heating and/or cool-
ing system, the filters must be changed or cleaned at 
least twice a year and perhaps as frequently as once a 
month, depending on the amount of usage and the 
amount of dirt and dust in the air. Clean the furnace 
room, supply and return grilles, and ducts with a 
vacuum cleaner in so far as possible. The blower bear-
ings, blower motor, or hot water circulating pump 
motor should be oiled unless they are sealed. 
The air conditioning unit should be cleaned thor-
oughly, motor and blower lubricated as required, and 
checked for rusting of metal parts (spot paint as 
required). Most manufacturers recommend that out-
door portions of air conditioning units should not be 
covered during the off-season, since the units are 
designed to be weather-resistant, and a watertight 
cover can trap moisture within the unit. 
If a humidifier or dehumidifier is used, clean and 
dry thor.oughly, oil as required, and check for rusting. 
Spot pa1nt all rusted areas as required. Do not allow 
the furnace or boiler room to become a storeroom for 
flammable materials. 
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Plumbing System. All faucets, hose hibbs, and 
other valves should be checked for leaks. Water closet 
flushing systems are frequent wasters of water. The 
top of the flush tank should be removed periodically 
to check its operation. To check the tank ball, add a 
small amount of ink or food coloring to the contents of 
the flush tank. Check an hour or so later, and if water 
in the toilet bowl has become colored, the tank ball 
should be replaced. 
The pressure relief valve located near the top of the 
water heater should be opened periodically to see that 
it is in operating condition. Also, approximately 3 
gallons of water should be drained from the water 
heater every 3 or 4 months to remove any sediment 
that may have accumulated in the bottom of the tank. 
The frequency of cleaning required by septic tank 
depends on the size of the tank, the flow of sewage to 
it, and the method and conditions of disposal of the 
tank overflow. The tank should be inspected every 
year or two. When the space between the scum and 
the sludge becomes one-half the total depth of the 
tank, cleaning is advisable. 
Grounds and Yard. Depending on the severity of 
the winter, outside hose-hibbs (if they are not freeze-
proof) and water lines should be drained each fall. 
Water should also be drained from garden hoses and 
they should be cleaned and stored in a protected loca-
tion. Areaways, window wells, storm drains, and 
their outlets should be cleaned and damaged items 
repaired. All gasoline-powered equipment which 
will be out of service for a season should have fuel 
drained from the system and be serviced in accor-
dance with the manufacturer's directions. 
The winter is a good time to clean and repair all 
garden tools and equipment. All dirt and rust should 
be removed and surfaces coated with oil, silicone, or 
wax. All equipment should be thoroughly cleaned 
after each use. Leftover chemicals should be checked 
for expiration date and those which are to be saved 
should be stored in a cool, dry, locked cabinet. All 
paved surfaces (concrete, asphalt, etc.) should be 
checked for cracks, settlement, and soil erosion adja-
cent to these surfaces. All wood structures such as 
fences, gates, etc. should be inspected for termite 
attack and decay. 
Maintenance Check List. The frequency of inspec-
tion and service given in the chart is minimum. Items 
may need to be checked more often or at other times 
due to types of materials, local conditions, etc. 
1. FOUNDATIONS & BASEMENT 
a. inspect for signs of termite infestation. 
b. check grading to assure that water will 
drain away from house. 
c. check basement for dampness and/or 
leakage following wet weather. 
2. DOORS AND WINDOWS 
3. 
a. check doors, windows, and trim for finish 
failure, 
b. check glazed openings for loose putty. 
c. check for broken glass and damaged 
screens. 
d. clean screens. 
e. check hardware -lubricate moving parts. 
f. check weatherstripping for damage and 
tightness of fit. 
g. check caulking at doors, windows, and all 
other openings and joints between dis-
similar materials (i.e. wood-masonry). 
c. check siding and trim for damage or decay. 
d. check all trim for tightness of tit. 
4. ROOF 
a. check for damaged or loose shingles, 
blisters rooting, etc. 
b. check underside of roof where accessible 
for water stains or dampness. 
c. check for damaged flashing. 
d. check for damaged gutters, downspouts, 
hangers, and strainers. 
e. clean gutter strainers, gutters, and down-
spouts. 
f. evaluate gutters and downspouts and other 
sheet metal for repainting. 
g. evaluate roof for future replacement. 
h. check vents and louvers for bird nests, etc. 
i. check fascias and soffits for paint failure 
and decay. 
j. check antenna guy wires and support. 
k. check masonry chimneys. 
5. INTERIOR SURFACES 
a. check all painted and natural finished sur-
faces for dirt, finish failure, and for re-
quired repairs. 
b. check all joints in ceramic tile, laminated 
plastic, and similar surfaces. Check caulk-
ing around sinks, bathtubs, showers. 
6. FLOORS 
a. check for wear and damage- check par-
ticularly where one floor material joins 
another (i.e. wood-tile, wood-carpet). 
b. evaluate for replacement or refinish. 
7. ELECTRICAL SYSTEM 
a. check condition of lamp cords, extension 
cords and plugs- replace at first sign of 
wear and damage. 
b. check areas where wrrrng is exposed. Re-
place at first sign of wear or damage. 
c. check areas where wiring is exposed. Re-
place at first sign of damage. 
d. If fuses blow ar breakers trip frequently, 
electrician should be contacted to deter-
mine cause and make necessary repairs. 
e. If you experience slight tingling shock from 
handling or touching any appliance, dis-
connect appliance and repair. 
8. HEATING AND COOLING SYSTEM 
a. clean or change filter. 
b. clean dirt and dust from around furnaces, 
condensing unit, air grilles and ducts. 
c. have entire system checked by qualified 
serviceman. 
d. remove window air conditioners during 
winter. 
e. clean and service humidifier and/or 'de-
humidifier. 
9. PLUMBING SYSTEM 
a. check faucets, hose bibbs, and valves for 
leakage. 
b. check water closets for leakage. 
c. check for buildup of scum and sludge in 
septic tank. 
d. check water heater. 
10. GROUNDS AND YARD 
drain outside water lines and hoses. 
b. clean areawells, window wells, and storm 
drains. 
c. check driveways and walks for cracks and 
soil erosion. 
d. check all wood for decay and termites. 
e. clean and repair out-of-season equipment. 
PERMANENT RECORD OF MAINTENANCE 
A record of all maintenance to the house and its 
equipment is of value for four reasons. Such a record 
indicates 1) the date on which each job was done, 2) 
frequency of work to be done, 3) the cost of each job, 
thereby allowing the homeowner to budget for future 
maintenance, and 4) who did the maintenance, which 
provides the homeowner with a list of servicemen to 
call (or not to call) in the future. 
Also, if the job was done by the homeowner, it is 
important to indicate what materials were used and 
where they were purchased. 
When moving into a new house, it is a good idea 
to obtain from the builder extra floor tile, ceiling tile, 
wall covering, and similar materials for repairs. This 
is particularly important for materials in which 
changes occur frequently, such as floor coverings. 
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THE COUNCIL 
The Small Homes Council-Building Research Coun-
cil was established by the University of Illinois as an 
agency for research, publication, education, and 
public service in the area of housing and building. Its 
program is keyed to take advantage of the 
many University resources - its laboratories and 
specialists - in the many subjects related to housing 
and building. 
The Council conducts research independently or 
jointly with other departments, primarily under the 
sponsorship of governmental agencies, trade asso-
ciations, and individual companies, such projects 
supplemented by those funded by the University and 
by the sale of publications. These projects have been 
primarily in the areas of construction and design. 
Unless research findings reach the hands of 
people who can use them, research is of little value. 
._,_,........ ........ _  ~ 
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For this reason, the publications listed in this bro-
chure are an important part of the Council's program. 
This activity is a non-profit but self-supporting one, 
which is necessary because a major proportion of the 
publications are distributed out of state. Another im-
portant part of the information activities is the short 
courses for various segments of the building industry 
at which research developments are presented. 
In addition, the Council extends its information 
services to homeowners and industry by conducting 
a limited housing advisory service. Specific ques-
tions relating to planning and construction, not 
covered in SHC-BRC publications, are answered 
by staff members within the limitations of the de-
mands of education and research on their time. The 
Council does not draw or review house plans for 
individuals. These inquiries can be made by mail or 
in person at One East Saint Mary's Road, 
Champaign, Illinois 61820. 
CIRCULARS AVAILABLE 
A1.3 Financing the Home. General information on loans 
and determining your housing budget. 12 pps. (Revised 
1979). 
Al.S Maintaining the Home. General maintenance and 
inspection procedures, with a checklist of what to inspect 
and when. 8 pps. (1969). 
A1.61 Savings by Insulating Doors and Windows. In-
cludes charts to determine savings from additional glazing 
and door treatments. 8 pps. (1980). 
A1.62 Savings by Insulating Ceilings, Walls, and Founda-
tions. Includes charts to show savings by adding insula-
tion in all parts of the contiguous states. 8 pps. (1980). 
A2.0 Business Dealings with the Architect and the 
Contractor. Description of services, documents, and re-
sponsibilities of architect, contractor, and home owner. 8 
pps. (Revised 1969). 
Cl.S Living with the Energy Crisis. Contains 68-point 
check-list for energy conservation through design, con-
struction, operation; simplified heat loss calculation. 8 pps . 
(1973). 
C1.6 Water Conservation. Practices and devices to reduce 
water consumption in the home. 8 pps. (1977). 
C2.3 Illinois Lo-Cal House. Design, construction, and 
predicted performance of a house that uses about one-
third of the energy needed to heat a similar house built to 
1974 insulation standards. 8 pps. (1976). 
C2.5 Split-Level Houses. Advantages and disadvantages 
of split-level plan, with five typical plans. 12 pps. (1960). 
C3.2 Solar Orientation. Reissue of 1945 publication sup-
plemented with application data and sun angles for 30°, 
40°, and 50° latitude. 8 pps. (1977). 
CS.l Household Storage Units. Drawings and photo-
graphs of specialized units for major items such as dinner-
ware, toys, books, sewing equipment, card tables, etc. 12 
pps. (1953 ). 
C5.12 Indoor Storage. Describes storage needs, and gives 
techniques for developing storage in unused spaces. 8 pps. 
(1975) . 
C5.32. Kitchen Planning Standards. Contains basic stan-
dards for cabinet space and counter, scoring system for ex-
isting or planned kitchens. 12 pps. (Revised 1965). 
C5.6 Bedroom Planning Standards. Basic standards for 
furniture, clearances, window replacement. Designs for ef-
ficient minimum bedrooms. 12 pps. (1974). 
CS. 7 Bathroom Planning Standards. Basic standards for 
fixtures and clearances for half, three-quarters, and full 
baths. Sample designs for efficient space usage are shown. 
8 pps. (1979). 
C5.9 Garages and Carports. Site planning and construc-
tion recommendations for the attached garage or carport. 
Includes minimum dimensions for driveways for front , 
side, and rear entrance. 6 pps. (Revised 1969). 
D7 .0 Selecting Lumber. Layman's guide to quality 
lumber, and suggested grades and species. 8 pps. (Revised 
1971). 
D7.2 Plywood. Plywood grading and marking systems, 
and suggested grades and species. 8 pps. (Revised 1970). 
D7.3 Pressure-Treated Wood. Describes various chemical 
treatments for preservation and increased fire resistance of 
wood, and residential uses of treated wood. 8 pps. (1975). 
F2.0 Basements. Ways to build a dry basement, and to 
repair basement leaks. 8 pps. (1953). 
F2.5 Termite Control. Methods of preventing or eradicat-
ing an infestation of subterranean termites . 8 pps. (1963). 
F4.0 Wood Frame Floor Systems. Describes recom-
mended details and methods of building frame floor sys-
tems, emphasizing platform framing . 8 pps. (1978). 
F4.4 Crawl-Space Houses. Construction details of the 
crawl-space; insulation and moisture control. 6 pps . (Re-
vised 1980). 
F6.2 Moisture Condensation. How to recognize moisture 
condensation problems, and what to do. 8 pps. (Revised 
1975). 
F7.0 Chimneys and Fireplaces. Fireplace design, appear-
ance variations, problems. Chimney types and construc-
tion. 8 pps. (Revised 1976 ). 
Fll.O Window Planning Principles. Where to locate the 
windows for ventilation, lighting, and view. 8 pps. (1954). 
Fll.l Selecting Windows. Advantages and disadvantages 
of various window types. 6 pps. (1955, Minor Rev. 1976). 
F11.2 Insulating Windows and Screens. Advantages and 
thermal characteristics of various types of insulating win-
dows and screen systems. 4 pps. (Revised 1976). 
F12.3 Roofing Materials. Characteristics and applications 
of common residential roofing materials, including porches 
and sundecks. 8 pps. (Revised 1981). 
F17.2 Brick and Concrete Masonry. Types of masonry 
units , recommended flashing details, and insulation. 8 
pps. (1960). 
G3.1 Heating the Home. Diagrams and characteristics of 
types of warm air and hot water heating systems, electrical 
resistance systems, heat pumps. 12 pps. (Revised 1971). 
G3.5 Fuels and Burners. Advantages, disadvantages, and 
comparative operating costs for natural and LP gas, oil, and 
electricity in identical situations. 8 pps. (Revised 1971). 
G4.2 Electrical Wiring. Description of home wiring sys-
tem, including plan symbols. 8 pps. (Revised 1977). 
GS.O Plumbing. Describes domestic water supply and 
drainage systems, including water heaters, softeners, 
plumbing fixtures, and piping materials. 12 pps. (Revised 
1968). 
GS.l Bathroom Equipment. Criteria for selecting bath-
room fixtures and accessories, with emphasis on safety, 
convenience, and maintenance. 8 pps. (1978). 
G6.0 Summer Comfort. Describes ways to be more com-
fortable in your home without using mechanical air condi-
tioning. 8 pps. (1980). 
G6.1 Cooling Systems for the Home. Principles and types 
of compressor and absorption cycle equipment, air distri-
bution, and operating hints for cooling systems. 8 pps. 
(1971). 
Hl.O Interior Design. Discusses arrangement, scale, form, 
color, and shows a typical decorating problem. 8 pps. (Re-
vised 1969). 
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